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Scoil Naomh Cholmcille




Tullydonnell, Togher, Drogheda, Co. Louth. Ph :041-6852301   Email:st.colmcilles1@gmail.com
Dominus illuminatio mea







9th January 2020
Dear Parents,
It is with sadness and frustration that I write this letter to you this morning. The ongoing pandemic is so threatening at this present time that we have once again had to close our schools. We had made great progress in the last term and we acknowledge the effect the previous lockdown had on students. It is very frustrating from our point of view that we are in this situation, however it is what it is, our local hospital is under huge pressure at present with the numbers of sick people presenting themselves in A&E.
We regret that school cannot be open for our mainstream students and especially for our little Wrens in our Early Intervention Classes. Fortunately, back in June we acknowledged this was a possibility and as promised we have worked very hard to provide online classes for children should this happen again on a secure platform. We set up Google Suite in September and I know some classes have been working on this platform for the last couple of months. This is a secure   in-house platform and will allow us to deliver classes to children in the three core areas of English, Irish and Maths and a foundation subject.  The Wren’s classes will have a different schedule as interaction cannot happen on a whole class basis with very small children. Early Intervention teachers will be in contact with parents individually to organise this. 
Teaching online is very different to teaching in a class and we have taken account of this. We have structured the mainstream classes as follows:
	9:30 - 10:00
	Maths

	10:00 - 10:30
	Follow up activity

	10:30 -10:45
	Break

	10:45 -11:15
	Irish

	11:15 -11:45
	Follow up activity

	11:45 - 12:15
	Break

	12:15 – 12:45
	English

	12:45 - 1:15
	Follow up activity

	1:15 - 1:45
	Foundation subject

	1:45 – 2:15
	Follow up activity


	Timetable




We are delighted to be able to offer this service and we hope the pupils will find it helpful, that they will progress with their learning, enjoy the sociability and structure and that their mental health will be helped with the routine of online lessons. This will be new for you as parents and as pupils and it is also new for our teachers who have worked so hard over the last few months and weeks. As with any new venture there will undoubtedly be teething issues and we are acknowledging that. I will send out a survey on Thursday afternoon 14th of January to allow for feedback from parents and pupils and this feedback will inform decisions regarding provision for online teaching going forward. 
We understand that some people may have difficulties with internet access and we acknowledge that. The percentage of people with this difficulty will be taken into consideration when we receive feedback from our questionnaire. In any event work will be posted on google classroom for all children to complete, however I understand it would be so disappointing to miss out on live lessons. We are unable to record lessons for child protection and GDPR reasons. There will be an acceptable use policy posted on the website and we expect everyone to adhere to the guidelines. 
The first lesson on Monday
On Monday, we will ask all parents to please make themselves available to help children log on so that they know what to do going forward in relation to technical application, being able to mute, unmute etc. Hopefully pupils will get used to this new mode of learning quite quickly. We will monitor progress over the course of the week. 
It is vital that your child is enrolled in their class in order to be able to access it. Please follow the instructions Mr Carroll put on the website. I urge parents who have children attending Learning Support to ensure that their child in enrolled in order that they can continue with Learning Support at home.
We will watch this space and hope that the week goes well. Finally, I would like to extend an enormous word of gratitude to our Board of Management and our staff who have worked tirelessly and diligently over the past few months and weeks in supporting the pupils in the school through this time. I am privileged and blessed to be part of such an amazing team. 
Kindest regards,  AM Ford
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“ALONE, WE
CAN DO sO
LITTLE;
TOGETHER,
WE CAN DO
SO MUCH”

HELEN KELLER
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